THURSDAY 26 MARCH 2009.: Busmess])ay

L

MICHAEL BLEBY
Writer at Large

PARLIAMENT’s failure this week to
finalise a proposed law that would

systerfi put back the fight against
violent crime and could mean a new

the bill would need to start again
from scratch .afier the April 22
election, a campaigner pushmg the
bill said yesterday.

The ad hoc committee serutini-

cedures) Amendment Bill decided on
Monday to adjourn .its discussions

formied in the next Parfiament.”
The proposed’ Iaw wouid expand

quently, thosé of all people arrested.

the legislation, citing questions about

establish an extensive DNA profiling -

committee convened to -serutinise -

sing the Criminal Law (Forensic Pro- -

and leavethe finalisation of the leg-
islation to a new: committee ‘to. be
" charged, convicted or acquitted:

police databases — contalmng about;
120 000 DNA' Pprofiles — to include
those of all prisoners’ ‘and,. subse-

implementation of -the- bill and . jts"
constitutionality, -took . it beyond the_-_

DNA law delay knocks
fight agamst crime’

normal bounds of committee respon-
sibility, said Vanessa Lynch, execu-

tive director of The DNA Project, a

Cape Town-based nonprofit organi- -
sation campaigning for the creation

.of a DNA profiling system.

“It’s unfortunate and unusual that

the portfolio committee took on the

respon51b111ty of -an nnplementatxon

" 'plan,” Lymich said at a media briefing
: yesterday “The new’ committee will
~have "to 'select :new: members. If

they re not the same; we wﬂl have to
start from scratch”” -

At stake i$ the ereation of a vastly -
expanded and “better resourced

-.database that would eventually con-

taln ‘DNAprofiles of anyone arrested
in"'SA; ‘Whetler. or nat they were

The: database ‘would be used to
~evidence found at crime

- cenes : -against ' Histed proﬁles and
Identify perpetrators of crimes with
. -andccuracynot possible at present.

The-committee’s failure to finalise '

: An equivalent system sy operation
¢ UK:contains the DNA- proﬁies

of: 5%of the population,
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